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Title:  Writing effective headlines
Overview and Rationale   After the photo, the next best catch for a newspaper

article is an effective headline.  Students must learn to write headlines that will capture

reader attention and arouse their curiosity to read further.  
Goals for Understanding

  Students will be able to:

· State what constitutes good headline style and rules for writing strong headlines

· Write a strong headline in the present tense that will catch reader attention

· Headlines must reflect the content of the article, be interesting yet accurate

Essential Questions  

Would this headline make you want to read for more information?
Critical Engagement Questions   Do you pick up papers and choose the articles you bother to read as a reaction to a well-written headline?
Activities

    Activity One  Teach what constitutes good headlines from Osborn’s book, Adviser’s
Survival Guide and leave the notes on the board for student reference.

(Time:  This should take 30-40 minutes)Divide the class into four or five small groups and give each group three different short articles written by classmates for a future publication.  Have one group member read the story aloud while others listen attentively.  As a group, have them come up with at least three different headlines for each article.  Write the 3 headlines offered by the group on an overhead transparency for the class’s consideration.  

Homework that night:  Send students home to find 3 examples of good headlines in the 

local daily newspaper and 1 example of a bad or weak headline to bring back to class.

   Activity Two  In the next class period, have a group member re-read the story aloud and have each group present the three possible headlines.  Open the class to a brief discussion on the merits of each suggestion.  Then take a class vote on which is most compelling.  Continue with each of the articles and headlines.  

Reserve some time before conclusion for a discussion of why there is not  always agreement on the most popular headline in all cases. 
Assesssment  

Give the students a quiz over headline styles and the rules as presented in previous lesson. 

Ask students to list at least five reasons why some headlines are more effective than others in short answer essay form.  

Give students 5 headlines that need improvements and accept only those that make 

the headline more interesting.
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